Ministry of Education and Research (MER)


TERMS OF REFERENCE
for the selection of the Grant Agent (GA) in order to the application at the Grant of the Multiplier Fund of the Global Partnership for Education (GPE) to support the  Program for the implementation of the Education Development Strategy for 2021-2030, “EDUCATION 2030”.

 
1. Introduction
The Global Partnership for Education (GPE) is a multi-stakeholder partnership and funding platform that aims to strengthen education systems in developing countries in order to increase the number of children who are in school and learning.  
GPE brings together developing countries, donors, international organizations, civil society, teacher organizations, the private sector and foundations. Its mission is to mobilize global and national efforts to contribute to the achievement of equitable, quality education and learning for all, through inclusive partnership, a focus on effective and efficient education systems and increased financing.
GPE provides funding, through grants, for the implementation of the National Education Sector Plans (ESP) with condition that complementary funds are mobilized from local development partners. 
In December 2020, the Ministry of Education and Research sent the Expression of Interest to obtain a grant of 5 million $, for the Education sector in the Republic of Moldova, from the GPE Multiplier Fund. At the same time, the Ministry worked with a number of local donors to mobilize 15 million $ from them, to meet the conditions to mobilize 3 $ from donors and development partners to 1 $ provided by the Multiplier Fund.  

In February 2021, GPE accepted the Expression of Interest. Thus, as a result of the PGE acceptance, the Application for the Grant has to be completed by December 31, 2021. 

The purpose of the Grant is to support the achievement of the objectives of the Program for the implementation of the Education Development Strategy for the years 2021-2030, “EDUCATION 2030”. 

For the realization of the MER Application to the GPE Multiplier Fund, and to implement the offered Grant, in accordance with the PGE requirements, at the national level will be selected/appointed a Grant Agent.

These Terms of Reference (TOR) for the selection  of the Grant Agent have been develop in accordance with the basic requirements of the GPE set out in the documents: 

· Standard Selection Process for Grant Agents, May 2019
· Grant Agents Minimum Standards, August 2019
· Terms of Reference for Grant Agents of the GPE Education Sector Program Implementation Grant (ESPIG), May 2019.   

2. The ESPIG GA has the following specific responsibilities: 
 
(i) Support effective, inclusive partnership 
· GPE grants are meant to leverage inclusive policy dialogue and strong sector plans. The GA is expected to engage in the broader GPE agenda as a partner and a member of the LEG – including such areas as systems building, sector planning and inclusive policy dialogue. 
· In collaboration with the Coordinating agency (CA), the GA promotes harmonized, inclusive policy dialogue and contributes to and participates in joint sector reviews (JSRs). 
(ii) Grant application preparation 
· Elaborates, in cooperation with the MER and with the LEG  the Grant Application package for GPE Multiplier Fund, 
· Elaborates, in cooperation with the MER and with the LEG, the Education Sector Program (ESP) within the agreed scope of work and implementation modality and consistent with the ESP in consultation with the Coordinating agency (CA) at agreed milestones in the process, and according to an agreed timeline.
· Supports the MER to identify evidence-based programmatic solutions to address specific education sector challenges with regard to learning, equity and efficiency. 
· Works with the MER to clearly define its own role in relation to grant implementation – which can be limited to fiduciary oversight and monitoring, including technical support and capacity building, or encompass direct implementation, including program performance and achievement of results– and ensures this role is explained and budgeted for in the application. 
· Evaluates the quality and effectiveness of the program and works with the Secretariat of PGE to define the respective roles of the GA and the Secretariat in quality assurance processes within an agreed timeline, ensuring they are well coordinated and complementary. 
· Utilizes and aligns with country procedures and systems according to agreed GA criteria for the context and in compliance with the GA policies and procedures. 
(iii) Fiduciary responsibilities 
· Enters into a Financial Procedures Agreement (FPA) with the GPE Trustee and performs its fiduciary accountabilities in compliance with the FPA. 
· Sign a formal agreement with the grant recipient (usually the MER) or recipients as appropriate to the GA’s own policies and practices and the country context, which details all aspects of the grant application and implementation. 
· Maintains books, records, documents and other evidence in accordance with its accounting procedures to sufficiently substantiate the use of transferred funds. 
· Ensures the use of GPE funds is carried out in accordance with:
· its own policies and procedures, including those related to audit, eligible expenditures, employment and supervision of consultants and the procurement of goods and works and its framework to combat fraud and corruption. 
· the applicable decisions of the GPE Board, including the purpose for which the specific allocations have been approved by the Board. 
· Policy on ESPIGs. 
· In the event of suspected misuse of funds, the GA follows its internal procedures on misuse of funds as well as the GPE Policy and Communications Protocol on Misuse of GPE Trust Funds. 
(iv) Program implementation and monitoring 
· Ensures implementation of activities in line with the endorsed ESP and the approved program document. 
· Follows and implements the Policy on ESPIGs, which details procedures with respect to approval and notification processes, implementation period, reporting requirements, revisions and amendments. 
· Builds MER capacity and provides technical support, as laid out in the approved program document for use of supervision fees and operational budgets. 
· Supports the MER to assess quality and effectiveness of the program outcomes and/or outputs and to pursue the best programmatic solutions. 
· Diagnoses in a timely manner and works with the government to resolve any implementation issues that may adversely affect the desired outcome of the program and/or prevent the program from reaching the variable part targets. 
· Supports the MER to notify the LEG of any actions that impact the overall progress of the program for the implementation of the Education Development Strategy for the years 2021-2025, “EDUCATION 2030”, including variable part targets, and how it impacts the ESP implementation and variable part targets. Such notification should include an explanation of what is being done to resolve the issue(s).

(v) Reporting 
· Reports to the management of the Ministry of Education and Research, the GPE Council accordingly the GA’s own procedures and reporting formats and the GPE standard reporting template to facilitate the tracking of overall grant performance.
· Provides an annual progress report through the tools described above to the Board via the Secretariat. 
· Supports the MER to periodically share with the LEG policy-related issues from ESPIG implementation relative to ESP implementation (or reports directly if directly responsible for implementation of the ESPIG). As relevant, reporting should be integrated in JSRs within the broader assessment of ESP implementation for the Education Development Strategy for the years 2021-2025, “EDUCATION 2030”. 
· Holds semi-annual portfolio meetings with the Secretariat to facilitate joint problem-solving and keeps the Secretariat regularly informed on performance of the ESPIG to ensure good flow of information and timely reporting by the Secretariat to the Grants and Performance Committee and Board.  
· GA must submit a completion report within six months from the closure of the Program for the implementation of the Education Development Strategy for the years 2021-2025, "EDUCATION 2030". 
3. CRITERIA FOR SELECTION OF A GRANT AGENT

In order to implement a Grant offered by the GPE, the Grant Agent must meet the following criteria: 
	Criteria
	Description

	Ability to work through the most appropriate funding modality
	Ability to work with the funding modality that is preferred by the LEG for implementation of the ESPIG.

	Ability to formulate and support implementation of programs of similar scope of work
	Nature, size and performance of the agency’s education portfolio in the country should be considered, including past performance as ESPIG grant agent 

	Appropriate administrative cost for delivery of the program
	Cost for implementation of the grant charged by the GA and implementing partners or charged to the grant for specific fiduciary or implementation arrangement, including for program implementation units, accounting services, etc. In contexts that require a greater degree of GA involvement in implementation, these costs may be justifiably higher.

	Ability to discharge fiduciary and administrative responsibilities
	Experience in-country with managing fiduciary and administrative risk, relative to (1) the funding modality and (2) the scope of the grant.

	Ability to support capacity building of the government in implementing the ESP
	Proven experience in-country reinforced by government capacity to deliver education services with domestic resources.

	Commitment to joint sector dialogue and coordination
	Level and extent of participation in the LEG, development partner group and joint sector dialogue.

	Agreement within the candidate GA at the highest appropriate level to take on this role
	In most cases this would be clearance and support from the candidate agency’s HQ.
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Applicants are requested to show interest in being selected as a Grant Agent to MER, including in the application file written evidence, arguments and information - for each of the above criteria. 


4. Duration of the mission, estimated time of entry and expected results

The Grant Agent will start the activity immediately after its approval by MER and LEG and will be active throughout the implementation of the Grant offered by GPE. 
 
The contest will also take place in the conditions if will be only one application. 
